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RS AKKOYOSAND
" APAN' FEMINST

Poetess, Essayist and Dream-
er, Talks of Her Hopes
and Ideals.

MOST DISCUSSED WOMAN
EXCEPT THE EMPRESS

Unafraid of Loss of Charm in the
Metamorphosis of Her Sex
! in Orient.

Qorrespondence of the Associated Press,
TOKIO, July 4 --The woman most

talked of in Japan, excepting only the

empress, is Mrs. Akiko Yosano, poetess,

essayist, preacher to the ‘“common
people” and leader of the dramatic
Japanese movement to acquire great-
er rights for womanhood. Roth Jrs.

Yosano and her accomplished husband
«re “dreamers” (they call it that them-
selve ), but they are writing every day
about life in such a simple and prac-
tical way that even tthe least edu-
cated and simplest minds understand.
Mrs. Yosano's writings appear in news-
papers and magazines through Japan.
Her extraordinary versatlility is evi-
denced by her writing classical verse
at one moment, insisting on woman's
freedom the next and following that
with an article on bad manners in
stree. cars.

In a tiny Japanese house tucked away
fn the heart of the great oriental me-
tropolis, where this poetess and apostle
of woman’'s rights carries on her work,
she received a correspondent of the
Associated Press. The tinkle of the
bell was answered by a young Japa-
nese maid, who prostrated hergelt on
both knees, in Japanese fashion, to
welcome the guest. Having removed
his shoes, the correspondent was ee-
corted to a small reception room up-
stairs. L

Mrs. Yosano came in, accompanied by
her husband and by Prof. K. Wadagakli,
of the Imperial University, who acted
as Interpreter. The poetess was dressed
in a simple blue kimono. Her black
halr was coiled around her head; not
arranged in the classical Japanese
style. She modestly, almost timidly,
extended her hand in formal greeting.

Parisian Atmosphere.

The impression of Parisian atmos-
phere in the pictures and furnishings
of the room was justified, for Mrs. Yo-
sano explained that with her husband
she had spent some years in Paris and
had not only lived in the Latin quarter,
Dut also in the historic district of
Montmartre. Her husband had gone to
Paris to study a new school of poetry
ana she as his disciple had followed
him there. With fervor they had flung
themselves into the art life of the great
French metropolis. She came back
first to Tokio and began to write. For
a considerable time she devoted herself
to writing of love and her “Songs of
Love” were printed throughout Japan.

She quickly developed a taste for
writing upon the practieal problems of
her fellow women and it is in this field
of effort particularly that she has come
to be known as a national flgure, tak-
ing the lead in all this modern Japa-
nese movement which fs inaugurated
for the betterment of the women of
Nippon.

The universitieas of Japan with one
exception are not opened to women and
the first practical step which should be
taken for the emancipation of women
in her country she believes is to open
at once the gates of all universities
and thus give to woman the opportu-
nity for a higher education and self-
development.

Unafraid of Loss of Charm.

*I have read somewhere that in Amer-
fca and Europe the economic indtpend-
ence which I seek for our women has
caused a certain loss of charm and
feminin¢ attractiveness,” she said, “but
I do not fear such a thing here.”

She recalled the doctrine of Confucius
which gives to women the inferior
place and alluded to the proverb on
that subject that is printed today in
almoci every Japanese schoolbook. It
concerns the old Chinese idea that
when woman becomes too active—Ilit-
erally, when the woman talks too much
—the household falls. Man is the foun-
tain-head and man alone is responsible.

The story is told in this way: Years
ago & Chinaman heard his hen crying
every morning in a most unusual way.
One day while returning from a visit
to the emperor the man was killed.
The neighbors noticed that the hen
stopped crying immediately, so the ery-
ing hen became symbolic of peril. When
the Japanese adopted this tale with the
thousands of other Chinese fables they
made the hen stand for woman—and so
the crying, troubled and revolting
woman became the symbol of family
disorder and disaster.

Mrs. Yosano did not agree that the
predicted evil would follow greater
freedom for women. But she wanted
Japanese women to be given a fighting
chance. 8he wanted some sort of equal-
ity. Bhe scarcely believed that the
women were ready for suffrage. That
might come later, Meantime there
were 80 many other things that were
Just and must be had.

Beeks Western Dress.

“T want more European houses in
Japan for Japanese,” she declared, “and
Y want western dress for women. I
think we must come to it. I admit the
old court costume for women would
please me most, but since we can't have
that, let us follow the people of the
west.

“T want our food changed, too. We
need to strengthen the stamina of our
race. We must get into the habit of
eating meat. Eternal fish may give us
brains, but it will weaken our body.
Our body must be made stronger. We
are a tired, sleepy race, and cannot
compare with western races in point of
:m-r"g_v or persistence in any undertak-
ng.

She became immensely abeorbed in
her topiec, and continued:

“Are we really lacking In the des!re
to live, as compared te Europeans?
She did not like to believe this to be
true, and would prefer to think that
the lack is a “temporary suspension of
desire.” The chief reason for this, she
believed, is the paucity of nourishment
ifn Japanese food, with the result that
the Japanese physique is inferior even
to that of the Korean or Chinese. “We
cannot expect energy to spring from a
bad physique, and It is quite reasonable
to assume that thi=s singular lack of
desire to make the most of life on the
part of the Japanese is due to bad
nourishment of the body and a deficient
education of the spirit.”

She went on: “With the body and the
gpirit of the people both impelled to
sleep, it is no wonder that they have
less power of appreciation, of creation,
of understanding and endurance. Take
people who fall asleep so easily on
trains. Naturally, they lack the in-
tellectual ability to study scientifically
how the cars on which they ride daily
are constructed. They can afford to be
at ease without even understanding
the nature of things half way.

Temporize to Get Along.

“They have no attachment for either
@ld or new things. They do not mind in
what way they live ag long as they
can continue to live. They are willing
to temporize in order to get along for
the time being and will adopt or adapt
any old or new thing so long as these
things render a tempeorary service.”

It was a pity, Mrs. Yesano thought,
that the Japanese are so content with
the surface of things and do not seek
jo ?num. tu deive to the bottom.

| Their civilization
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The picture she painted was pesai-|
mistic, but she was supremely l"'l'!'['.lﬂ-l
dent that great and good changes|
would come. “Remember,” she said,
“that to make lifessmore ample, more
complete, to make it more new, strong,
broad, fine, systematic and happy is

the wish of Europeans, but the Japa-
nese wayvs are lukevarm; they rest
satisfied with what they have on handl
They do not rise to be real ‘research-
ers,' thinkers, originators, appreciators.
is an imitation, not
the product of their need. They have a
love of nature in their own fashion;
they have their play with tea, their
Buddhistic abstraction, their nation-
alism, their Bushido, their frugality,
their compromises. But these are all
artifices invented to excuse the luke-
warmness of their life.”

Just then there came a patter of fect
on the staircase and very quietly and
solemnly five demure children filed into
the room. A little tot in a bright,
striped kimono with splashes of red;
a little bhoyv in American breeches; an
older girl, graceful in gray kimeno and
fetching obi; an older boy, who walked
right up and said frankly in perfect
English, “How do yvou do, sir?"

“My children,” explained Mrs. Yosano
with a note of pride. *“There are three
others, but they are at school.”

1910 GERMAN WINE CROP
MAY EQUAL FAMOUS 1833

Everything Points to Bumper Grape
Yield of the Finest Quality
and Flavor.

Correspondence of the Associated Prese.

BERLIN, August 5.—Unless the late

summer and autumn bring some ex-
traordinarily unfavorable weather, the
vear 1915 promises to be remarkable
for the production of German wines.
Not for twenty years have the pros-
pects along the Rhine, Moselle and Saar
been so glowing, and it looks as if the
“1915er" will come to dispute honors
with the famous “1893er.,” the best vin-
tage Germany has had in many a dec-
ade.
The 1911 vintagze was much above the
average, but. with this exception the
vears since 1893 have been called thin
and acidulous. Wines of the 1911 vin-
tage are naturally scarce and dear, so
it is high time in the interests of both
the wine growers and wine lovers that
another banner vintage should come
along.

The long drought this Year in Ger-
many was particularly favorable for
the vineyardists. The dryness and high
temperatures not only furthered the
development of the grapes, but also
presented conditions highly unfavorable
to the development of the various dis-
eases and Insect enemies of the vine.
The latter circumstances were particu-
larly fortunate this year in view of the
reduced force of laborers available for
the cgre of the vineyards.

At this writing the crop is nearly a
month further advanced than ordina-
rily. Hence, when the grapes become
ripe and the police officially close the
vineyards, even against their owners,
to prevent gathering before the crop
becomes “edelreif” (literally, *“noble-
ripe’) the berries will have a much
longer frost-free period than usual in
which to develop those qualities neces-
sary for high-grade wines. One result
will be that the 1915 vintage will pro-
duce an unusually high percentage of
so-called “nature wines,” that is, wines
to which no sugar need be added.

To Use War Prisoners.

Not only does the quality promise to
be the best since 1893, bul the guantity
will be equally satisfactory. ¥or the
gathering of this bumper crop there
are, fortunately, available thousands of
war prisoners from the wine districts
of France. skilled help, offering & com-
plete substitute for the German labor-

ers at the front.

The war has caused much less dis-
turbance of conditions in the wine trade
than might have been expected. In the
first weeks the consumption fell off
greatly, but conditions rapidly im-
proved, and many of the leading wine
dealers declare that they are doing as
large a business as in normal years.
In only one respect are conditions
changed. While the wine drinkers are
drinking as much wine as usual, they
are drinking cheaper brands. The re-
sult 1= that the so-called “small wines"
are growing scarce. There is still a fair
amount of Bordeaux on hand, but the
cheaper Rhines and Moselles are near
exhaustion, and the German red wines
are practically all gone. As a result,
the prices of these cheaper wines are
just now beginning to rise.

Of the better grade wines, however,
there is no lack, and the prices have
not been raised. This Is particularly
true of Bordeaux, of which, according
to competent authorities, Germany pos-
gesses an adequate supply for at least
two years. There are also large sup-
plies of port on hand. Comparatively
little Ttalian wine is drunk in Germany.
Its lack this year will be chiefly “elt
in Austria and in certain districts of
gouthern Germany, which ordinarily
imported considerable guantities of
Italian clarets for mixing with domes-
tic wines. In view, however, of e
promised big domestic yield, the want
of these imported wines will not he so
seriously felt as would be the case in
an average year.

POINTED PARAGRAPHS.

A strong arm may indicate a weak
head.

No woman ever told another woman
all her secrets.

Do not trust your enemies; there are
no falthful enemles.

Second thoughts are best, especlally
when they are less expensive.

A tactful woman can see the point of
a joke just as well if it isn't there.

Being blind, love is unable to sea the
many danger signals by the wayside.

A man can easily prove that he is in-
sane by having some of his love letters
read in court.

Trouble is one thing that comes to
a person who butts into a quarrel be-
tween a man and his wife.

But the romance of an elopement

BELGOM WAS LEADER
N TRADE OF WORLD

Frugal, Industrious, Efficient,
Wealthy and Progressive, Says
Geographic Society.

Belgium, whose identity as a pro-
ducing unit has been more utterly de-
stroyed than its identity as a nation,
held a most important place in the pre-
war world of industry and trade, and a
place, too, out of all proportion to ihe
country's size and its population. A con-
sideration of the economlc position of
Belgium before the war is contained
in a bulletin just prepared by the Na-
tional Geographic Society, The bulle-
tin reads:

“Belgium’'s contribution to interna-
tional business was dlstinective, and
the volume of its trade was large and
growing. This little corner of Europe
contributed largely to the stability of
the markets of the world by its won-
derful ability for meeting the flerce
competition of modern foreign trade.
Organized for the last degree of ef-
ficiency, a small land, evercrowded with

factories and with workers, in no cor-
ner of which one might escape the
smoke of chimneys, the throb of ma-
chinery and the rattle of freight, Bel-
gium sent its products, much as Lon-
don sent its money, to whatever mar-
ket in the world that might show some
lititle deflciency by a slight rise in
price.

Eighth Wealthiest Nation.

“Negligible in size, it vet stood cighth
on the list of the wealth of nations
and sixth on the list of national totals
of foreign trade. Commerce and in-
dustry pervaded every nook and cran-
ny in the land, with the single excep-
tion_nf one sleepy city, Louvain, a uni-
versity clty and art center, a medieval
place. Belgium was storekeeper, ship-
per and middleman for the countries
of FEurope, manufacturer for all the
continents, and, by reason of its re-
markably high industrial and agricul-
tural organization, Its world-beating
system of internal communications and
its low margins of profit, it rendered
important service as regulator of world
trade.

“Antwerp fought neck and neck with
Hamburg, New York and London for
shipping honors. Besides the products
aof its own incessants industry, Bel-
gium’'s great seaport drew a mighty
stream of German business and a Jarge
part of the shipping: and {mports of
France. It had more than forty miles
of quays, more than New York and
considerably more than its first ser-
man rival.

“With a population of about 7,000,000
and an area of less than 12,000 square
miles, Belgium, in 1912, was able to
do $1,719,521,000 worth of business, ov
a considerably greater business than
that done by the proud dual monarchy
or by vast Russia. This mite of a na-
tion was fighting for place, and fight-
ing with the bravest show of form,
among such trading giants as Great
Britain, (ermany, the TUnlited States
and France. To meet the strain, fo
keep up the pace, every particle of its
strength had to be® kept in play. Its
mills were a ceaseless hum from boun-
dary to boundary, and even its sandy
wastes grew vegetables and fruits.

Frugal, Efficeint, Progressive,

“Belgium was frugal, industrious,
efficient. 1t was wealthy and progres-
sive. It had more rallway mlleage per
unit of tersitory than any other coun-
try in the world. It was among the
lands least afflicted with drones. It was
a ecountry in which nothing went to
waste and with but one national lux-
urv—its capital. In Brussels money
was spent for things of pride; in all
the rest of the land it was put into the
soil, raw materials and labor.

“Aore than 35 per cent of the country
was under cultivation. About 18 per
cent was forest land. T‘r!e remaining
area was a Pittsburgh of industry, and
upon it people lived about 1,300 to the
squiare mile. The foundations of Bel-
gium's marvelous success lay in its re-
sources in coal and iron, in its stores of
materials for making good glass, in its
thrift, in the intenseness of its devel-
opment, in the internal facilities of
water and rall communication, in short
haul, and in ita highly gkilled labor.
More than one-seventh of the popula-
tion of Belgium were wage-earners be-~
fore the war, three-fifths being em-
ploved in factories. The wage scale of
these workers was slightly lower than
those in both France and Germany.

“Steady and unsensational, as the
people back of it, the trade of Belgium
grew year by year, always doing just a
little better than merely meeting the
increasingly keen competition of other
lands. The staples of this trade were
machinery, iron, steel, coal, glass, elec-
trieal appliances, cutlery, flax and tex-
tiles. Every year the population has
grown, and the increase has mostly all
been held at home. Belgians have not
emigrated as a rule, but have met the
problems of * greater population by
greater productivity at home. Consid-
erable Belgium capltal, however, has
been sent abroad, an important sink-
ing fund or surplus created by this
small nation's energy."”

The Boy Scopt movement is making
enthusiastic progress in the Phillppine
Islands, where .it was iIntroduced less
than a year ago by Lleut. Sherman
Klser, stationed at Zamboanga, a Moro
town in South Mindanao, He called a
little company of the brown bhoys to-
gether and explained the scout law to
them. They understood it readily and
proceeded to organise.

Oné of their first duties was to clean
up the village by using ground rakes
——
and grass cutters. The boys were
taken up to the fort for a visit, and
there instructed in the principles of
neatness and order. Thgy #Boon inaugu-
rated a vigorous campaign for cleaning
up their own homes and the roads
around the village. They are bheing
taught to protect the cocoanut trees
from insect pests, and it is believed
that they will soon be rendering valu-
able public service by this means.

The influence of the scout law In
developing kindness to animals was
recently demonstrated in the villag:
when a lame dog was glven a first ailc
treatment for a badly wounded leg
It was the first instance on record of a

soon evaporates if the wife has to take
in washing to support the husband.

.

& ot SN

Moro boy having exhibited any kind-
ness to a dumb animal.

#

WATERMELON IS CLAIMED TO
BE OF AFRICAN DESCENT

EARLY all Americans who eat
N watermelon think of it as a na-
tive of the southern part of the
United Statea. They cannot think of
the watermelon asa an immigrant, so
thoroughly has iL become Americanized
and so harmoniously does It blend with
American institutions, American ideals
and American customs. Tt seems that
the watermelon must always have lived
where the Stars and Stripes fly. It
would be hard to think of the United
States, especially the United States in
summer, without the watermelon, and
millions of them.
1t is a popular belief that the water-
melon is one of the oldest and there-
fore according to some superatitious
persons, the moet respectable of
American plante. They helieve that it
can trace its vines back to the time
long hefore the first families of Vir-
ginia or Massachusetts, Maryland,
Pennsvlvania or New York, Rhode
Island or New Jersey came to tha new
world with the hope of making a bet-
ter living than they had been able to
make in their old homes, They felt
that the watermelon had as long and
ancient ancestry as the tobacco plant

and the ear of green corn and that
very likely it was used in Indian cere-
monials and festivities on terms of

equality with tobacco and green corn.

Biographerg who have. delved into
the genealogy of the watermelon say
that Americans have tangled up a good
many fancies and fallacies with the
watermelon vine and that by the usual
tests to which blue blood is submitted
the watermelon is not an aristocrat.
This serious charge may spoil the fiavor
of watermelon to a select few, but it
is belleved that it will not damage the
market value of watermelons with the
great masg of the Americaun people.
Though some Americans may avert
their lips and noses as the watermelon
is cut, vet nearly all plain people will
bid it weleome just the same and find
satisfaction in its sugary juice,

*
% ¥

The American watermelon was an
immigrant and its arrival in the Unit-
ed States is a matter of such obscurity
that the chances seem to be, horrible
though the thought is, that it did not
come over in the first cabin of some
great sea liner.

The American watermelon is of Afri-
can descent. It was a wild and un-
tutored thing in its native land. Per-
haps some folk may say that it was a
weed, It was probably brought over
by some of the ships engaged in a
traflic with Africa which long ago was
put under the ban by civillzation. How
long the watermelon has lived among
us no man knows, but its vines were
blossoming and its fruit was ripening
here at a very early time. One may
find references to it In some of the
early chronicles.

Presumably, It grows wild In parts
of Africa today. In the writings of
Livingstone, the explorer, may be found
statements that large tracts of country
were covered with wild melons. Among
the relations of the watermelon are the
gourd, the cucumber, the pumpkin and
the squash—not a very aristocratic
family, perhaps, but still, a very nu-
merous and useful one.

It is sBaid that the watermelon has
found greater appreciation in the Unit-
ed States than in any other land. More
melons are cultivated and eaten in
this than in any other country.

There is a good deal of sugar fin
some melons and it may be recovered.
Once there was a plan in Florida to
grow watermelons for the production
of sugar, and sugar of an excellent
quality was obtained, but the experi-
ment seems to have cut but a very
amall figure in the sugar businesgy.

There i8 one pecullar thing about the
watermelon, and perhaps only a few
persons have thought of it, and this
is that, unlike nearly all other plants

-

having sweet juice, nelther good wine
nor good vinegar can be made from it
It is a fact that cantaloupes distilled
will produce a very good quality, or a
very bad quality of hrandy, according
to one's polnt of view. At any rate,
from cantaloupes a very strong and ef-
fective brandy may be distilled and in
some places in the country actually is
distided.

A Matter of Conscience,
From the Manchester Guardian.
War is applying its searching test of
character to every one who is in the
firing line, and many men have discov-

‘lered that the greatest surprises of the

whole business were in themselves and
their own conduct. A very curious in-
stance of this was told me by an officer
in a Scottish regiment who was home
on leave. He was a serious and bril-
liant student, who had no idea of sol-
diering till the war began. His story
was something like thia: It was at
the time of the big show at Ypres in
October, when the Prussian Guards
almost broke through our lines. When
at last they were brought up and be-
gan to retreat my friend was in the
counter charge. He found his revol-
ver empty and snatched up a rifle with
# bavonet and rushed on with his
men. He remembered clearly charging
a blg Prussian, who put up his hands.
The Scotsman swerved, but as he pass-
ed he saw with the corne¥ of his eye
one of the Prussian’'s hands coming
down to his pocket, 80 he swung around
and ran him through and then rushed
on. As he ran he found himself
thinking that he had done wrong; per-
haps the man meant nothing; perhaps
his hand was hit by a bullet—there
might be scores of explanations. He
described the thought as running round
and round in his head, "I shouldn't have
done that: T shouldn't have done
that. Tt was a =sin.” And all this
time he was killlng other Prussians
and fighting all he knew. He was
very unhappy. When the charge pulled
up he could not do anything but go
back and search for that big Prussian
and end his torment of mind.. He
found him at last with his hand In his
pocket, In which was the revolver.
Then he felt at peace and his Scots
conscience was silenced.

Crime Always Loses.
From the St. Louls Star.

The temporarily successful robbery of
the Gravois Bank by dayiight holdups
show how exposes are such institutions
to Jjust such attacks. Experience
shows that even banks in thes wvery
hearts of populous cities are not im-
mune from attacks by eriminals, but
usually it {s the bank in the small
town or suburhs of a city which suf-
fers from daylight robberies.

The worst feature of such crimes 1is
the dramatic {mpression they make
upon the unthinking minds of young
men, They seem to show that rob-
bery is both easy and safe., and the
thought i® put into many a mind which
may be the germ which finally de-
velops into ecrime. The truth is that
such ecrlmes are seldom even tem-
porarily successful,

The perpetrators, even {f not im-
mediately caught, get little opportun-
ity to enjoy the fruits of their wicked-
ness, A bank robber living in peace,
comfort and securlty is something al-
most unknown. There are far more
of them behind prison bars than at
liherty.

Boys who have thelr attention chal-
lenged by what seems to be a success-
ful robbery with large plunder would
do well to think not so much of what
happens when the bank was robbed
as ahout what is almost sure to hap-
pen very soon afterward. There is no
such thing as a successful bank hold-

up. FEven the James and Younger
boys came to grief. Crime always
loses.

NATIONAL DEFENSE

PROBLEMS.

Il.—Compulsory Military
Service.

By Frederic J. Haskin.

Were the military experts of the
nation to speak their minds they would
to a man advise Uncle Sam to inaugu-
rate a system of easy but compulsory
military service based upon that In
operation in Switzerland.

The forthcoming report to President
Wilson of the Becretaries of War and
Navy may not contaln such a recom-
mendation, because the experts know of
the prejudice In the American public
mind against militarism, and compul-
sory service scunds militaristic. But
they neverthless believe that this would
be the best solution of the quesation of
preparedness.

For Switzerland, most peaceful of na-
tions, has sifted the absolutely essen-
tial out of the mass of work of the
world in training ita military, and has
developed a system which in forty-five
days will convert the youngster of the
street or the farm i{nto a first-class
fighting man. If the United Btatea had
the Swizs system in operation it would
be able to call to arms in a week b,-
000,000 msoldiers capeble of meeting an
army of equal strength from any na-
tion in the world, and glving an ac-
count of itself. Had it such a dormant
army, it is claimed that it would be
absolutely safe from attack and would
remain forever at peace. It also is held
that the training thus given the youth
gr the land would be vastly to i#s bene-

t.

What, then, is this system of Switzer-
land, and is it adaptable to the needs
of the United States? J.et us _mee
whether compulsory military service Is
a2 burdensome tyranny upon this ad-
mirable people.

*
*® %

In Switzerland every boy during the
summer of the year in which he

reaches the age
Report for Service of twenty, re-
3 ports for mili-
at Ageof Twenty. ..y gervice.
There are depots within convenlent
reach of his home. He is carefully ex-
amined and if he ia found to be physic-
ally fit he has passed a milestone in
his career as a poasible defender of hie
country. About half of those exam-
ined are accepted. It i a recommenda-
tion to a lad to have passed these tests
and it reflects upon him if he has failed.
Prospective employers take note of
success or failure in this test, and since
the demand for eugenic parents has
come into being. the young man who
has been shown unfit to serve his coun-
try may have difficulty in getting him-
self a wife.

Every boy hopes above all else to be
able to pass his examination with
credit. The publie schools give set-
ting-up exercises and calisthenlcs to
develop the youngsters. Thera are
many military organizations among the
boys to train them for the test. The
effect is felt among the youth of the
land in its desire to become physically
fit. There also is a mental examination
in common school subjects, and when
a boy fails to pass this he is required
to go te night achool and make up his
deficiencies.

Each yvoung man is given a book In
which the results of these tests are set
down. The following summer, that of
the year in which he becomes twenty-

one, he reports for work In the cadet
1 school. Here he gets forty-five days of

OUR BOYHOOD AMBITIONS.

—By Webster.
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which S8witzerland regards as most es-
sential parts of a milltary training.
These are fleld work and shooting, It
is held that if a man can do credit to
himself in the open, on the march, in
camp, in preparation for battle and if
he can sghoot when the time comes to
Aght, he is a pretty good soldier.
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These youngsters do not know what

a drill hall is. All their training takes

place out of
All Training Takes doors. They
Place Out of Doors, '¢™" how to

make camp,
how to llve froparly in the open, how
to carry their knapsacks, how to dig
trenches, how to shoot, how to bear
grueling marches. What they learn of
the precision of the drill ground is
merely Incidental and picked up during
marches and other maneuvers. Switzer-
land does not believe that a great
amount of this parade ground pre-
cision !s necessary.

During this first period of training,
the recruit has fired 200 actual shots
with the sort of gun he would use dur-
ing war, and his instructors have seen
that he handled his weapon correctly.
As the weeks of vigorous exercise in
the open have passed he has felt his
strength developing, and has grown
to take pride in it. Finally, toward
the end, he Is given two days and a
night of ceaseless, grinding marching—
sSuch a test as he might be called upon
to meet in a great emergency. He is
shown what hardship is, how he may
endure it, how he will recover from it.
It ie six weeks as though he were
actually at war.

That is the major part of the com-
pulsory military service of the young
citizen of Switzerland. When he has
completed it, his record is entered in
his book and he is sent home. He is
assigned to a bhattalion. He is given
his uniform, his gun, his full accouter-
ment. He is now a member of the
“elite.” Until he is sixty years old he
retains his uniform and gun, and is
subject to call by his country.

Within a year or two years he will
be required to do service with his regi-
ment, and will spend sixteen days, also
in vigorous field work, with the other
men of his kind in his community who
EO to make up that particular part of
the army of the nation. After that he
reports for sixteen days of service each
two years until he reaches the age of
thirty-two, when he betomes a mem-
ber of the landwehr and is called upon
to drill but eleven days in each four
years untll he is forty. All this with
variations for the different services.
Then he enters the landsturm, where
he remains, subject to call, if needed,
until he is fifty.
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Altogether the citizen of Switzerland
givea about six months of his life

to his coun-
Gives Six Months, try. This six
All Told, to Country.

months 18

spent out of
doors in the most manly and heaith-
glving sort of work. Every youngster
is taken away from his mother’s apron
strings just as he comes to maturity,
is set upon his feet, taught hygiene,
the virtues of physical exercise, the
posaibilities of his own physical
prowess—is straightened up, hardened.
The approach of other terms of service
make it necessary that he should keep
in condition, affect the whole of his
life. Aside from the benefit that the
state derives from thus securing for
itself the equivalent of & strong stand-
ing army, it profits through the added
health and efficiency of its manhood.

All of this training takes place under
the eye of highly skiiled military in-
structors, Switzerland has almost no
regular army but a corps of these of-
ficers acting as instructors and the non-
commissioned officers who act as drill
sergeants and in such minor capacities,
It has such a corps as the experts claim
the Unlted States should develop for
the training of a volunteer army, even
though nothing is done toward general
military service. y )

During all these services of the citi-
zen of Switzerland he receives his sub-
sistence and 10 cents 2 day to cover
any incidental expense.

The man who is exempt for any rea-
son from military service not only suf-
fers the humiliation of the brand of
unfitness, but iz subject to three sep-
arate taxes in addition to those other-
wise borne. He must pay a poll tax of
8 francse, a material property tax and a
tax of 113 per cent on his Income. There
are exemptions under certain minimums
for the benefit of the afflicted and very
poor.
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As a result of this system Switzer-
land, with a population of 3,600,000,

could raise
Can Raise Army of an army of
250,000 in One Day.

250,000 traln-

ed and prop-
erly squipped soldlers in twenty-four
hours. Back of these would be another
body of similar size, partially armed
and tralned, but not of the first line.
In any community a call may be pub-
lished today and tomorrow morning the
elite, in uniform and bearing arms,
will report for service at a earranged
point, and by noon a battalion may be
entrained and hurried to the front. Aill
Switzerland may thus fly instantly to

II'l-{ltut'he Swiss system were in operation
in the United States it would produce,
judging from the results from a given
population in that country, 5,600,000
ﬂggtlng men between the ages of twen-
ty and forty, reasonably trained and
ready for service tomorrow. Basing
an estimate of the cost of developing
this fighting force upon the cost in
Switzerland, the United States would
need spend about $250,000,000 a year
on 1t
uglilltanr authorities say that an army
of this sort, made up of the men who
are the backbone of the nation, men of
intelligence and initlative, would make
the most formidable fighting organiza-
tion in the world. They assert that the_
Swiss army of 240,000 men which might
be called out tomorrow, would be a
petter force with which to prosecute a
campaign than would be the same
number of regular soldiers who had
been in the ranks for years. They
would have more snap, enterprise, in-
genulty, patriotism, will-to-conquer, in
them than any regular organization
and they would know the essentials.
It also is held that an American army
made along these lines would be par-
ticularly effective, for the American
learns quickly, is normally a man of
enterprise and ingenuity, is more ac-
customed to outdoor life than the citi-
gens of most nations.
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Compulsory service also would end
one of the most trying conditions that

arises from a
WI_IIIlﬂEIlﬂETill volunteer
of Volunteer System.

avatem such
ing in the United States. Enlistment

as that exist-
in the volunteer army on the small pay

I
very strenuous work in the few tasks

offered 18 regarded by many as carry-
ing with It a reproach that follows the
man who wears the uniform. Wera
service compulsory those of highest so-
clal rank would be found drilling he-
gide the most lowly and the yvyoungster
might fight for his country without
coming beneath the social ban

But, should the American people de-
cide that it i{s patriotic enough for it
men to glve a few months out of their
lives for the safety of their country.
and should they go forth to make a
citizen army that would insure their
safety from attack, they might neot
create it immediately. They would
have to develop instructors, officers, be-
fore such an army might be drilled,
For a trained corps of officers, the ex-
perts say must be made the foundation
for any army enlargement.

SOLDIERS ON A LEAVE
BRING LIFE O PARS

Many Back From the Front Are
Seeing Lights of Ancient City
for First Time,

Carrespondence of the Assoclated Press,

PARIS, August 1.—In the *“Latin
quarter” of Paris the return of some
thousands of soldiers on leave of ab-
sence from the front has been like the
day of judgment in a cemetery. From
mournful desertion, the streets, the
cafes, the restaurants have taken on
new life. Little “midinettes” and ar-
tists® models have crept down from
their attic rooms in their improvised
finery of Sundays and holidays, and,
proudly leaning on the arms of their
student-soldier sweethearts, parade the
Luxembourg Gardens and the streets of
Montparnasse in radiant joy for the
first time in a year.

For here, in the heart of the Latin
quarter, a great part of the population
has always consisted of students in
the wvarious art schools, in the ancient
university of the Sorbonne, in the
schools of medicine, law and engineer-
ing, and in the College of France, With
the outbreak of war it was as If
great plague had swept over the quar-
ter. Almost no men were left.

Latin Quarter Alive Agaix.

Now all is alive again in the Quarter,
Tables in front of the cafes stretch out
to the very legal limit of the awningns
and beyond. In front of the cafes, in
the parks, but especially on the trams
and trains bound countryward, gay
parties of artists in earth-stained regi-
mentals and models in their bravest
best celebrate the respite from fight-
ing that the war department has grant-
ed. There is something odd in the
sight of a young soldier, a girl on his
arm and a paint box instead of a knap-
sack strapped on his back, off for a day .
at the joyous work of creation, after
80 many months of the grim work of
death.

On the opposite bank of the Seine, on
the heights of Montmartre, the scene
created by the temporary home-coming
of 80 many of the country's soldiers is

very different, although no less ani-
mated. Here, many of the “permission-

aires,” as the soldiers on leave are
called, are seeing Paris for the first
time. People of the country, inhabit-

ants of small, provincial towns, whose
means have never permitted them to
visit Paris, seize the opportunity on
their way back from the front to pasa
a day or two in the city. Sometimes
their wives and families*meet them in
the capital, and together they make a
pilgrimagze to the points of interest of
the ancient eity. [t is the hour for
many French people to see France first.

Churches Most Frequented.

The churches seem 1o bea the most
frequented of lListoric spots visited by
thesze soldiers on their vacations. Notre
Dame, the Madeleine, the new building
of the Church of the Sacred Heart of
Jesus on the top of Montmartre, over-
looking not Paris alone but the whole
Seine valley, are crowded from early
morning until darkness by long, shuf-
fling lines of uniformed eightseers,

Especially s this true of the Church
of the Sacred Heart. So recently com-
pleted that thousands of Parislans have
not yet visited it, the new cathedral is
a point of interest not only because of
its rare, ethereal beauty but also be-
cause of the commanding position It
occupies, whence a magic-carpet view
of the city may be obtained. Within
the darkened basilica is a flume of yel-
low stars of candlelight. Here comse
wives, sweethearts and mothers of the
men in the trenches to burn waxen of-
ferings for the safety of their loved
ones. To the right of the altar, behind
the chancel raili hangs a banner upon
which is embroidered the legend: “Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus, Save France!"

Before the iire of the candles and the
silent altar and the chancel and back
in the shadows of the church'as lofty
pillars, all day long there are soldiers
kneeling in prayer.

She’s Very Urgy.
From the Boston Transcript.

We certainly don't admire the taste of
the fellow who courts trouble.

Her Husband—It

Mre. Muddle—I can’t imagine wha
the matter with it




